For Immediate Release:
What is Damariscotta's Heart & Soul?

Damariscotta, Maine. October 6, 2008: What makes Damariscotta such a unique place to live, work or play? Is it the river, Pemaquid Pond? Its friendly people? Its award winning library, arts community or great schools? How about its historic downtown or the ancient shell middens? Some folks say its the Municipal Parking Lot on the Fourth of July or the great restaurants. But what do YOU think? 

You can tell the folks manning the Damariscotta Planning Advisory Committee's (DPAC) Heart and Soul Project booth on Main Street on Saturday Oct. 11 during the Pumpkin Festival. They'll be there to collect your votes for what makes Damariscotta such a special place. In addition, they'll have on display a collection of photos of Damariscotta in years gone by. It's hoped that the photos will get people talking about Damariscotta's past, present and future. They want to hear from everyone, young or old.

The Heart and Soul Project, funded in part by a grant from The Orton Family Foundation, is part of a two-year effort to get the entire Damariscotta community involved in planning its future. The Orton Family Foundation supports town planning efforts nationwide with guidance and tools to enable towns to develop and grow without sacrificing their unique characteristics on the way. The effort is being assisted with generous help from Friends of Midcoast Maine, which has similar aims and has helped other mid coast Maine towns with comprehensive "smart planning" efforts. 

And whether or not you visit DPAC's Heart and Soul Project booth on Saturday, you can stop by its new office on Mondays and Tuesdays, located in the Damariscotta Region Chamber of Commerce office at 15 Courtyard Street, Suite 2. There you can meet Jane Lafleur, DPAC's Heart and Soul project manager, who invites folks to come in and share their memories and ideas about Damariscotta's past, present and future, or ask how Friends of Midcoast Maine has helped other communities. She also can be reached at (207) 380-4802.
